
Board of Health Ordinance i 0 

Amending Clallam County Code, Chapter 41.20.170, On-Site Sewage System 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CLALLAM COUNTY BOARD OF HEAL TH: 

Section 1. Section . 170, Implementation of OSS Management Plan, is amended to read as 

follows: 
(I) OSS Inspections and Maintenance. 

(a) General Conditions. 
(i) The OSS owner will ensure a complete evaluation of the system components 

and/or property to determine functionality, maintenance needs, and compliance with Chapter 246-

272A WAC, these regulations, and any OSS permits: 
(A) At least once every three years for all systems consisting solely of a septic 

tank and gravity subsurface absorption system (SSAS); 
(8) Annually for all other systems unless more frequent inspections are specified 

by the local Health Officer. 
(ii) OSS owners will assure that needed maintenance service or repairs to the OSS are 

accomplished in a timely manner. 
(iii) Inspection activities are to follow the protocol set forth by Environmental Health 

Services and are to be reported on forms approved by the Health Officer to EHS within 30 days of 

the inspection of the OSS. 
(b) Residential OSS Owner Systems Status Inspections. This section pertains to OSS 

owners who perform their own inspections. 
(i) Owner inspections are limited to residential OSS ofno more than two connections 

served by one OSS on the same lot. 
(ii) OSS owners who perform their own inspections must first receive approval to 

inspect their own residential septic system from the Health Officer. Approval may consist of proof 

of completing a Health Officer approved training course appropriate for the level of complexity of 

the OSS the owner is to inspect and maintain, including obtaining a passing score on a test. 
(iii) Homeowners are responsible for reporting their inspection activities in compliance 

with this section. 
(iv) Where there are no records regarding the type, size, location and other applicable 

information on a septic system, the OSS owner must have the first system status inspection 

performed by a professional maintenance provider or licensed designer. 
(c) Sewage System Maintenance Provider System Status Inspections . 

(i) Licensed designers or sewage system maintenance providers performing OSS 

system status inspections shall meet the requirements of this section. OSS maintenance providers 

shall also meet the requirements of CCC 41 .20.200 and 4 1.20.230 (licensing). 

(d) Community and Commercial OSS Systems. 
(i) Community and commercial OSS shall follow the requirements in subsection 

(I )(a) of this section (General Conditions) except where noted below. 
(ii) All food service establishments served by OSS must meet the requirements of 

WAC 246-2721\-0275 and CCC 41 .20.180(2). 
(iii) All system status inspections are to be performed by a licensed sewage system 

maintenance provider or licensed designer. 
(iv) All community gravity OSS with greater than two connections shall be evaluated 

annually. 



(v) Relief from subsection (l)(d)(iii) of this section may be granted by the Health 
Officer provided the owner can demonstrate: 

(A) The owner receives Health Officer approved training including obtaining a 
passing score on a test if required. The training must be appropriate for the level of complexity of 
the OSS the owner is to inspect and maintain. 

(B) The OSS effluent characteristics are comparable to typical single-family 
residential volumes and strength. 

(2) Marine Recovery Area (MRA). 
(a) The legal boundaries of the marine recovery area shall be the same area described in 

Chapter 27.16 CCC, Sequim Bay-Dungeness Watershed Clean Water District, and include the 
following areas: the Dungeness watershed and those waters influenced by it through the irrigation 
system and other independent tributaries to the Strait of Juan de Fuca from Bagley Creek east to and 
including the Sequim Bay watershed. This encompasses the Dungeness and Gray Wolf Rivers, the 
creeks of Bagley, McDonald, Matriotti, Meadowbrook, Cooper, Cassalery, Gierin, Bell, Johnson, 
Dean, Jimmycomelately, Chicken Coop, and their tributaries. 

(b) The MRA boundary shall also include the Miller Peninsula and Discovery Bay 
watershed inside ClalJam County including those portions of the Miller Peninsula and the Eagle 
Creek watershed that are not currently included in the Sequim Bay-Dungeness Watershed Clean 
Water District. The boundaries are outlined in "Exhibit A" (as amended to include Miller Peninsula), 
attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and incorporated by reference. 

(c) All OSS owners within the marine recovery area shall have a system status inspection 
performed on their OSS by a licensed designer or a sewage system maintenance provider as 
described in this chapter as the first system status inspection required under the OSS Management 
Plan. 

(d) After the initial professional inspection, owners of residential-type OSS who meet the 
requirements of this chapter may inspect their own OSS system, provided the initial professional 
inspection was conducted within the three years prior to the homeowner inspection. 

(e) OSS owners who perform their own OSS system status inspection and maintenance 
providers are required to submit a system status report per this chapter. 

p) Environmental I leal lh 'crviccs' implemeniaLinn oflhc OSS Ma1111gcmcnt Plan ~hull he 
supported hy au 1111nual Operation amJ Mainlcnnnce (O&Ml fee applied to each onsi tc wastewater 
disposal system. 

{al l he amou111 or the O&M fee shall he set lw the Boan.I orl k.-allb on Lhe l~nvironmentul 
I leallh Service1i rec schedule in Chap1er 4 1.50 ere and collei.:1e<l artnunlly through the property lox 
collection system in accordance with RCW 70.05.190. 

{b) Anv rc\cnucs gcneruted by lh~ O&M foe shall be u~cd sol.:lv fnr the pun,osc of 
implcrmmling U1c OS · Management Pinn. 

(cl ·1 hose claiming c. empt ion from the O&M fee shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of 
the I lcalth Officer ( or designee) nhsem:c ur tlfl onsit.e wasrcwnter dispnsnl system. 

(i} Su-.:h demunslration shall lake lhe form or a rccd pt for cunnectiun to a permit led 
. anilan sewer system. n hill fo r permit ted sanitary sewer service. an 1J1voiee for O~S decommission. 
a site visit with Environmental Health Services staff to cclnlirm absence of a wm..:r sunply/ttn>: 
sou rces of wnstewater, or sirni l11r documen lulion approved by the I lca ll h Oflicer or tlesigncc. 

(Ii) Request for i.:,-emplinn from the O&M fee shall be mn<lc before .'cptcmber 30 or the 
year prior tn 1h11 l in which the cxcmpllon wou ld tuke effect. 

(d) len vcars from the pa sage of this ordinam:e. the Boul'tl of llcalth wi ll ccinduct a 
c:mnplete review of this program and its result.~. The expected objectives are outlined on pages 5 and 
6 of the On-S1 Lc S1:p1ic ,\stem Opcn1tions anti l'rngram Man ual, found in the Environmental I lcallh 
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De artmcm. l"hesc ob·cctiv1::: ma b~· eriodicull u doled bm cd on new information. A vote 1Q 

continue/di. con tinu · lite program anti l't-c mu~l lhcn be allirmcd by the Ooartl nf I lealth. 
(4) Any subsequent adoption of updates to the OSS Management Plan shall be considered to 

have been incorporated into this chapter without the need for further amendment. 

ADOPTED this of __ t,lj--+· _l _~_ 

ClaAL AM COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

~ 


