
ORDINANCE NO. &, 1981 

An Ordinance Regulating the Use of Firearms 
i n  Certain Areas of Clallam County and Adopting 

A New Chapter i n  the  Clallam County Code 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 

Chapter 15,16 

Fi  rearms 

Sect ions : 

15.16.005 
15.16.010 Unlawful Shooting 
15.16.020 Authorized Shooting 
1 5.1 6.030 Penalty 
15.16.040 Severabi 1 i t y  
15.16.050 Repeal e r  
15.16.060 Effective Date 

Decl a ra t i ons 

C . C . C .  15.16.005. Declarations. The population density has been 
increasing i n  cer ta in  areas o f  Clallam County and the use of firearms 
i n  populated areas  is  a menace t o  the health,  sa fe ty  and welfare o f  
the c i t i z e n s  of Clallam County. 

C . C . C .  15.16.010. Unlawful Shoot ing .  I t  i s  unlawful t o  discharge, 
f i r e  o r  shoot r i f l e s ,  p i s t o l s  or  firearms of any type whatsoever, except 
a s  authorized in C.C .C .  15.16.020, on the following described property: 

the Elwha River, on the south by Highway 101, and on the e a s t  by Blyn 
a t  the Chicken Coop Road, north t o  Sequim Bay and bounded on the north 
by the S t r a i t  of Juan de Fuca. 

north of the center of Section 33, Township 31 North, Range 7 West, 
Willamette Meridian; thence south through the  center of Section 33 
six hundred (600) f e e t  more or less t o  the top of the b luf f ;  thence 
i n  a northeaster ly  d i rec t ion  along the t o p  of the bluff t o  one-sixteenth 
corner t h i r t e e n  hundred t h i r t y  (1330) f e e t  nor th  of the quarter  corner 

(1)  the area north of Highway 101, and bounded on the west by 

( 2 )  Beginn ing  a t  a point three hundred (300) f e e t  more or  l e s s  
0 

0 

i. 
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between Sections 33 and 34, Township  31 North, Range 7 West, Willamette 
Meridian; thence e a s t  six hundred s i x t y  (660) f e e t  more or  less; thence 
north f i f t e e n  hundred (1500) f e e t  more or l e s s  t o  the south end of 
Elwha Dike; thence north along the e a s t  edge of the dike; thence north 
along the west bank of the Elwha River t o  the S t r a i t  of Juan de Fuca. 

C . C . C .  15.16.020. Authorized Shooting. The discharging, f i r ing,  
or shooting of r i f l e s ,  p i s t o l s  or  f i r e  arms will  be allowed i n  the  
areas  specified i n  C . C . C .  15.16.010 only under the following circum- 
stances : 

(1) 
RCW 16.49 and 16.50. 

( 2 )  
( 3 )  

f o r  the humane slaughter of l i v e  stock as  provided i n  

f o r  the lawful use of force as provided i n  RCW 9A.16.020. 
f o r  t a r g e t  shooting by property owners o r  lessees ,  o r  t h e i r  

l icensees or invi tees ,  while u t i l i z i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  back stops i n  a 
s a f e  manner such as t o  insure the safe ty  of a l l  the c i t i z e n s  of Clallam 
County. 

( 4 )  
o r  ba l l .  

the use of shotguns,  f o r  h u n t i n g  purposes w i t h  e i t h e r  shot 

C . C . C .  16.15.030. Penalty. Any person, firm o r  corporation 
violat ing any of the provisions of  the chapter shal l  be deemed g u i l t y  
of a misdemeanor and shal l  be subject on conviction t o  a f i n e  of not 
more than two hundred and f i f t y  d o l l a r s  ($250.00) or  imprisonment f o r  
not more than t h i r t y  (30) days i n  the Clallam County J a i l ,  o r  both, 
f o r  each violat ion.  

C . C . C .  16.15.040. Severabi l i ty .  If  any sect ion,  subsection, para- 
graph, sentence, clause or phrase of this  chapter i s  f o r  any reason 
held t o  be invalid or unconst i tut ional ,  such inva l id i ty  or unconsti- 
tut ional  i t y  shal l  not a f f e c t  the v a l i d i t y  or c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  of 
the remaining portion of this chapter;  i t  be ing  hereby expressly 
declared t h a t  th i s  chapter and each sect ion,  subsection, paragraph, 
sentence, clause and phrase thereof would have been adopted i r respec t ive  
of the f a c t  t h a t  any one or  more other sect ions,  subsections, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses or  phrases be declared invalid o r  unconsti tutional.  
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C.C.C. 15.16.050. Repealer. Ordinances No. 20, 1967, No. 23, 1967, 
No. 24, 1967, No. 47, 1973, and any former ordinances or amendments or 
portion thereof conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this 
chapter are hereby repealed. PROVIDED, that prosecution for any violation 
of these ordinances occurring prior to the effective date of this chapter 
provision shall not be affected or abated. PROVIDED FURTHER should any 
provision of this chapter also addressed in the ordinances repealed herein 
be declared invalid or unconstitutional, then the pertinent provisions 
of the former ordinances will be applicable and enforceable. 

C.C.C. 15.16.060. Effective Date. This chapter will take effect 
ten (10) days after adoption. 

ADOPTED THIS f DAY 

ATY EST: w * 
ND CONTENT:/ 

0 

0 

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF CLALLAM COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, STATE OF WASHINGTON e 
I n  t h e  Matter o f :  X 

X 
A Cal l  f o r  H e a r i n g  o n  X RESOLUTION NO.&, 1981 
O r d i n a n c e  C o d i f y i n g  E x i s t i n g  X 
F i r e a r m  O r d i n a n c e s  X 

The Board of C l a l l a m  County Commiss ioners  f i n d s  t h a t :  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

The P r o s e c u t i n g  A t t o r n e y ' s  O f f i c e  is c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  process 
of p l a c i n g  i n  c o d e  form a l l  o r d i n a n c e s  a d o p t e d  p r i o r  t o  1977 .  

The u s e  of firearms i n  Clallam County a re  i n  p a r t  r e g u l a t e d  
by c o u n t y  O r d i n a n c e  Nos.20-1967, No. 23-1907, No. 24-1967, 
and  No. 47 ,  1973. 

To a v o i d  passible c o n f u s i o n ,  t h e  P r o s e c u t i n g  A t t o r n e y ' s  O f f i c e  
recommends t h a t  t h e  o r d i n a n c e s  be c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  o n e  
F i r e a r m  Ord'inance and  made a new c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  Clallam County 
Code. 

The p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e ,  a t r u e  and  correct copy of which 
is a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  marked as  " E x h i b i t  A " ,  and 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  h e r e i n  by t h i s  r e f e r e n c e ,  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  
b y  t h e  Board f o r  a d o p t i o n .  

The C l a l l a m  County C h a r t e r ,  S e c t i o n  3.10, r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a 
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  be h e l d  a t  l eas t  t e n  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o -  
d u c t i o n  of a proposed o r d i n a n c e .  

S a i d  C h a r t e r  p r o v i s i o n  a l so  r e q u i r e s  "due not ice"  of t h e  
p r o p o s e d  ordinance.  P u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  f u l l  t e x t  of t h e  
p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  a t  l eas t  t e n  d a y s  a f t e r  i t s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
is  "due n o t  ice" . 

I N  CONSIDERATION OF THE ABOVE FINDINGS, IT  I S  HEREBY RESOLVED b y  t h e  
Board  o f  Clallam County Commiss ioners :  

I .  T h a t  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  be h e l d  i n  t h e  Commiss ione r s '  Meet ing  
160, Clallam County Coourthouse, on t h e  / day  

, 1981, a t  IO3;-- A.m., at  which h e a r i n g  
ill c o n s i d e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e ,  
correct opy of which  is  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  

a s  " E x h i b i t  A " .  

11. T h a t  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  and  a t t a c h e d  o r d i n a n c e  
be p u b l i s h e d  one t i m e  a t  least  t e n  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

111. T h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  and  ordinance are on f i l e  i n  t h e  
County Commissioners' O f f i c e ,  C l a l l a m  County  C o u r t h o u s e ,  
8:OO a . m .  t o  5:OO p.m., Monday t h r o u g h  F r i d a y ,  f o r  p u b l i c  
i n s p e c t i o n .  

PASSED AND ADOPTED t h  is / J  day of +k 1981 * 

MISSIONERS 




