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- C . C . C .  15.27.010. Purpose .  
It  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  t o  r educe  t h e  number of  f a l s e  a l a r m s  
o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  County of  C l a l l a m  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  waste  o f  
County r e s o u r c e s ,  and t o  r educe  t h e  dange r s  i n h e r e n t  i n  emergency 
r e s p o n s e ,  by p r o v i d i n g  f o r  c o r r e c t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
f e e s  and p o t e n t i a l  d i s c o n n e c t i o n  and c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s .  

C . C . C .  15.27.020 D e f i n i t i o n s .  
A. Automatic  D i a l i n g  Device:  Means a d e v i c e  which i s  

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  and i s  programmed t o  s e l e c t  p rede te rmined  t e l e p h o n e  
number and t r a n s m i t  by v o i c e  message o r  code s i g n a l  an emergency 
message i n d i c a t i n g  a need f o r  an emergency r e s p o n s e .  

R .  S h e r i f f :  Tncludes  t h e  S h e r i f f  o f  C la l l am County a n d / o r  h i s  
d e s i g n e e .  
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C .  F a l s e  Alarm: F a l s e  a la rm means t h e  a c t i v a t i o n  of a b u r g l a r y ,  
robbe ry ,  f i r e ,  o r  o t h e r  emergency a l a rm by o t h e r  than  a f o r c e d  e n t r y ,  
a t t empted  f o r c e d  e n t r y ,  un lawful  e n t r y ,  o r  a c t u a l  robbe ry  o r  a t t empted  
robbe ry  on t h e  p remises ,  and a t  a t ime when no  r o b b e r y ,  b u r g l a r y ,  o r  
c r ime i n v o l v i n g  a f o r e s e e a b l e  r i s k  of g r i e v o u s  b o d i l y  harm i s  b e i n g  
committed o r  a t t empted  upon t h e  p remises .  " F a l s e  alarm" f u r t h e r  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  a c t i v a t i o n  of  a n  a la rm d e v i c e  a t  a t ime when no  f i r e  
e x i s t s  on t h e  p remises  o r  a t  a t ime  when no t h r e a t e n e d  f i r e  i n v o l v i n g  a 
f o r e s e e a b l e  r i s k  of  g r i e v o u s  b o d i l y  harm t o  p r o p e r t y  damage i s  p r e s e n t  
on t h e  p remises .  "Fa l se  alarm" f u r t h e r  i n c l u d e s  t h e  a c t i v a t i o n  of any 
o t h e r  emergency a s s i s t a n c e  r e q u e s t  d e v i c e  a t  any t ime when t h e r e  i s  no  
f o r e s e e a b l e  r i s k  of  g r i e v o u s  b o d i l y  harm t o  any person  upon t h e  
p remises  o r  p r o p e r t y  damage upon t h e  p remises  from which s a i d  a l a rm i s  
a c t i v a t e d .  

D .  F i r e  Marsha l :  The f i r e  marsha l1  s h a l l  be t h e  F i r e  Marshal  of 
C l a l l a m  County a n d / o r  h i s  d e s i g n e e .  

E .  I n t e r c o n n e c t :  I n t e r c o n n e c t  means t o  connec t  an a la rm sys tem,  
i n c l u d i n g  an au tomat i c  d i a l i n g  d e v i c e ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  t h rough  a 
mechanica l  d e v i c e  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a message upon t h e  
a c t i v a t i o n  of an  a l a rm sys tem.  

F. Owner: Owner means t h e  person  hav ing  o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  a la rm 
on p remises  owned and /o r  occupied  by him. 

G .  Person:  Person  means any n a t u r a l  p e r s o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  j o i n t  
s t o c k  company, u n i c o r p o r a t e d  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  s o c i e t y ,  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  of  
any  c h a r a c t e r  wha t soeve r .  

H .  Response: Respcnse s h a l l  be deemed t o  have occur red  when t h e  
S h e r i f f ' s  depar tment  o r  any f i r e  depa r tmen t ,  as t h e  c a s e  may be ,  b e g i n s  
t o  proceed towards  t h e  p remises  as  t h e  r e s u l t  of an a c t i v a t i o n  of an 
alarm. 

I .  S e r v i c e :  S e r v i c e  o r  i t s  d e r i v i t i v e s  s h a l l  be c o n s t r u e d  t o  
mean p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e  o r  s e r v i c e  by c e r t i f i e d  ma i l ,  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  
r e q u e s t e d .  

C . C . C .  15.27.030. EMERGENCY RESPONSE CARD. - 
It i s  un lawfu l ,  and s h a l l  be d e c l a r e d  a misdemeanor,  t o  have  o r  
m a i n t a i n  on any p remises  b u r g l a r y  o r  robbe ry ,  f i r e ,  o r  o t h e r  emergency 
a la rm o r  a l a rm sys tem u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  on f i l e  w i t h  t h e  C la l l am County 
S h e r i f f ' s  Department ar! emergency r e sponse  c a r d  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  name(s) ,  
a d d r e s s ( s )  and c u r r e n t  t e l e p h o n e  number o r  numbers o f  p e r s o n ( s )  
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  e n t e r  s a i d  p remises  a n d  t u r n  o f f  any alarm. Such 
emergency r e sponse  c a r d  may be i n  such  form as p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  
S h e r i f f  o r  h i s  d e s i g n e e .  

C . C . C .  15.27.040.  AUDIBLE ALARMS; NUISANCE. 
Any a l a r m - a u d i b l e  on a b u t t i n g  p r o p e r t y  € o r  a p e r i o d  i n  e x c e s s  of 
f i f t e e n  (15) minu tes  i s  he reby  d e c l a r e d  t o  be a u u b l i c  nu i sance  and mav 0 
b e  summarily aba ted  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  S h L r i f f  o r  t h e  Chief  of 
t h e  F i r e  Department .  
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C . C . C .  15.27.050. FEES; CORF.ECTIVE ACTIONS; D I S C O N N E C T I O N .  
For  County r e sponse  t o  any f a l s e  a l a r m s ,  t h e  County-of Cla l lam may 
p e t i t i o n  f o r  f e e s  from t h e  owner as f o l l o w s :  

A .  For a r e sponse  t o  p remises  a t  which no o t h e r  f a l s e  a la rm h a s  
occur red  w i t h i n  t h e  p reced ing  one hundred and e i g h t y  (180) day p e r i o d ,  
h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a " f i r s t  response" ,  no f e e  s h a l l  be  c la imed.  

Upon a second r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  S h e r i f f  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  of 
c o n d i t i o n s  and r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h i s  Ordinance t o  t h e  owner. 

B.  For  a t h i r d  r e sponse  t o  t h e  p remises  w i t h i n  one hundred and 
e i g h t y  (180) days  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  County of C l a l l a m  s h a l l  
a s s e s s  t h e  owner a twenty- f ive  ($25) d o l l a r  r e sponse  f e e .  Wi th ip  f i v e  
(5 )  working days  a f t e r  t h e  n o t i c e  t o  d o  s o ,  owners s h a l l  make a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S h e r i f f  i n  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  form s e t t i n g  f o r t h :  

1.  The cause  o f  such  f a l s e  a l a rm.  
2 .  The c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t aken .  
3 .  Whether and when such  a la rm h a s  been i n s p e c t e d  by 

4 .  Such o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  as t h e  S h e r i f f  may r e a s o n a b l y  
a u t h o r i z e d  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l .  

r e q u i r e  t o  de t e rmine  t h e  cause  of such  f a l s e  a l a rm,  any 
m i t i g a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and t h e  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  
n e c e s s a r y .  

The S h e r i f f  may d i r e c t  t h e  owner t o  have a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n n e l  
i n s p e c t  t h e  a l a rm a t  such  p remises  a n d f o r  take o t h e r  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  
All c o s t s  of  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  s h a l l  be bc rne  by the  
owner. 

C .  For  t h e  f o u r t h  r e sponse  t o  t h e  p remises  w i t h i n  one hundred and 
e i g h t y  (180) days  a f t e r  a second r e s p o n s e ,  and f o r  each  succeed ing  
r e s p o n s e  w i t h i n  one hundred and e i g h t y  (180) days  of  t h e  most r e c e n t  
r e sponse ,  t h e  County of Cla l lam s h a l l  a s s e s s  t h e  owner a one hundred 
($100) d o l l a r  r e sponse  f e e .  I f  s a i d  f o u r t h  f a l s e  a la rm o r  any 
succeed ing  f a l s e  a l a rm o c c u r s  a s  a r e s u l t  of f a i l u r e  t o  t a k e  n e c e s s a r y  
c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  he reunde r ,  t h e  S h e r i f f  may o r d e r  t h e  owner 
t o  d i s c o n n e c t  such  a la rm u n t i l  t h e  such  t ime a s  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of such  
c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i s  p rov ided  t o  t h e  Cla l lam County S h e r i f f ' s  
Pepar tment .  P rov ided ,  however,  t h a t  no d i s c o n n e c t  s h a l l  be o rde red  f o r  
any  p remises  r e q u i r e d  by l a w  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  have a l a rm 
sys tem i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

D .  I n  t h e  even t  t h e  S h e r i f f  o r  F i r e  Marshal  de t e rmines  t h a t  a 
f a l s e  a l a rm occur red  a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  an i n t e r r u p t i o n  of 
e l e c t r i c a l  power, a t e l ephone  l i n e  m a l f u n c t i o n ,  o r  a ma l func t ion  of the 
a la rm equipment c l e a r l y  beyond t h e  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  person  hav ing  o r  
m a i n t a i n i n g  such  a la rm on t h e  p remises  owned o r  occupied  by him, t h e  
County may waive any c l a i m s  f o r  f e e s .  Such waiver s h a l l  be  a t  t h e  s o l e  
d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  S h e r i f f ,  o r  F i r e  Marsha l ,  as  the c a s e  may be .  

C . C . C  15.27.060.  PETITION;  SERVICE. - - -  
A p e t i t i o n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  c l a i m s  f o r  f e e s  o r  an o r d e r  of 
d i s c o n n e c t i o n  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be se rved  

0 
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I 
C . C . C .  15.27.080. PAYMENT OF FEES REQUIRED. 

It s h a l l  be un lawfu l ,  and a misdemeanor,  f o r  any person  t o  f a i l  o r  

4 

upon t h e  person  hav ing  o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  a l a rm on p remises  owned o r  
occupied  by him, p rov ided  t h a t  , w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  b u s i n e s s  p remises  , t h e  
owner, manager,  o r  c h i e f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n t  r e g u l a r l y  a s s i g n e d  and 
employed on t h e  p remises  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  of  a f a l s e  
a l a r m  s h a l l  be presumed t o  be t h e  person  hav ing  o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  s a i d  
a l a rm on s a i d  b u s i n e s s  p remises .  

0 

C . C . C .  15.27.070. H E A R I N G ;  DEFAULT. 
Unless  a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  f o r  h e a r i n g  on t h e  p e t i t i o n  i s  s e r v e d  upon t h e  
county  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  a n d  a copy se rved  upon t h e  S h e r i f f  
o r  F i r e  Marsha l ,  as  t h e  c a s e  may b e ,  w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  (15) days  of 
s e r v i c e  of  t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  f e e s  c la imed i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  become 
f i n a l .  

r e f u s e  t o  pay any f e e s  imposed under  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
i n s t i t u t i o n  of  any c r i m i n a l  p roceed ing ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Coord ina to r  
may a u t h o r i z e  t h e  C l a l l a m  County P r o s e c u t i n g  A t t o r n e y  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  
f e e s  by a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  and i n  connec t ion  w i t h  any p roceed ing  
t o  c o l l e c t  f e e s ,  t h e  owner, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f e e  imposed by t h i s  
o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a r e a s o n a b l e  a t t o r n e y ' s  f e e  and 
c o u r t  c o s t s .  

C . C . C .  15.27.090. AUTOKATIC DIA1,TNG D E V I C E ;  CERTATN INTERCONNECTIONS 
PROHIBITED. 

A.  T t  i s  un lawfu l  f o r  any person  t o  program an a l a rm au tomat i c  
d i a l i n g  d e v i c e  t o  s e l e c t  any t e l ephone  l i n e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  County of 
C la l l am;  and i t  i s  un lawfu l  f o r  any pe r son  t o  f a i l  t o  d i s c o n n e c t  o r  
reprogram such  d e v i c e  w i t h i n  twelve  ( 1 2 )  h o u r s  of r e c e i p t  of  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  from t h e  S h e r i f f  o f  Cla l lam County t o  d i s c o n n e c t  o r  reprogram 
t h e  au tomat i c  d i a l i n g  d e v i c e .  

0 

F.  Within s i x t y  (60)  days  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  
s e c t i o n ,  a l l  e x i s t i n g  a u t o m a t i c  d i a l i n g  d e v i c e s  programmed t o  s e l e c t  a 
t e l e p h o n e  l i n e  a s s i g n e d  i n  t h e  County of C la l l am s h a l l  be  reprogrammed 
a n d / o r  d i s c o n n e c t e d .  

C . C . C .  15.27.100. AUTOMATIC RESET REQUIRED.  
Within s i x t y  (60) days  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  a l l  
alarms ma in ta ined  on any p remises  i n  t h e  County s h a l l  have an au tomat i c  
r e s e t  d e v i c e  which w i l l  d e a c t i v a t e  t h e  a l a rm a f t e r  f i f t e e n  (15)  minu tes  
of  con t inuous  o p e r a t i o n .  Any owner f a i l i n g  t o  i n s t a l l  such an 
au tomat i c  r e s e t  d e v i c e  a s  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be g u i l t y  o f  a 
misdemeanor.  

C . C . C .  15.27.110. TAMPERING WITH ALARM SYSTEMS. --- - 
A .  Tampering: T t  s h a l l  be un lawfu l  a n d  a misdemeanor € o r  any  

person  t o  tamper w i t h  o r  t o  c u t ,  b r e a k ,  d e f a c e ,  o r  a c t u a t e  aDy alarm 
d e v i c e ,  w i r e s  , w i r e s  s u p p o r t  o r  appur t enances  t h e r e t o  o r  t o  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t r a n s m i t  an a la rm knowing no  emergency e x i s t s .  

B.  Except ion:  Subsec t ion  A s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  County employees 
engaged i n  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  
t o  any competent  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  a manufac tu re r  of  b u r g l a r y  a l a rm 

Subsec t ion  A f u r t h e r  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  
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equipment o r  a l a r m  s e r v i c e  company who, w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  S h e r i f f ,  i s  
mod i fy ing ,  a d j u s t i n g ,  a l t e r i n g ,  o r  r e p a i r i n g ,  o r  r e p l a c i n g  an a l a r m  sys tem 
o r  any of i t s  component equipment ,  p rov ided  t h a t ,  n o t i c e  s h a l l  have f i r s t  
been p rov ided  t o  t h e  C la l l am County S h e r i f f ' s  Department .  

0 

C .  Subsec t ion  A s h a l l  f u r t h e r  n o t  a p p l y  t o  any competent  
i n s u r a n c e  r a t i n g  e n g i n e e r  who i s  t e s t i n g  any  sys tem i n  d i s c h a r g e  of  h i s  
d u t i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  S h e r i f f .  

D. Any pe r son  do ing  any  work on an a l a r m  sys tem o r  a u x i l i a r y  
a l a rm sys t em t h a t  may c a u s e  a s i g n a l  t o  be t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  County 
o v e r  any  a l a r m  sys tem o r  ne twork ,  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  S h e r i f f  b e f o r e  such  
work s t a t i n g  t h e  t ime and p l a c e  t h e r e o f .  

C . C . C .  15.77.120. OTHER FALSE ALARMS. 
Any pe r son  who s h a l l  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  g i v e ,  make o r  t u r n  i n  a f a l s e  a l a rm 
of f i r e ,  o r  o f  t h e  need f o r  p o l i c e ,  ambulance,  o r  o t h e r  emergency 
a s s i s t a n c e ,  knowing such  a l a rm t o  be  f a l s e ,  o r  making t h e  same w i t h  
r e c k l e s s  d i s r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t r u e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and any pe r son  a i d i n g  o r  
a b e t t i n g  a n o t h e r  i n  the commisssion of  such  a c t ,  s h a l l  be g u i l t y  of a 
misdemeanor. 

C . C . C .  15.27.130. PENALTIES. - 
Any pe r son  v i o l a t i n g  any  of t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  s h a l l  be  
g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor, and may be  punished  i n  such  manner a s  p rov ided  
f o r  misdemeanors p u r s u a n t  t o  s t a t e  s t a t u t e .  

C . C . C .  15.27.140.  SEVERABILITY. 
. 

I f  any  s e c t i o n ,  s u b s e c t i o n ,  word o r  p h r a s e  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  i s  
d e c l a r e d  i n v a l i d  a s  t o  any  pe r son  by a c o u r t  o f  competent  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
such  i n v a l i d i t y  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  r ema in ing  p o r t i o n s  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  
o r  t h e  c h a p t e r ' s  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  any o t h e r  pe r son .  



C.C.C. 15.27.150. EFFECTIVE DATE. -- --- 
T h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t  a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  
p rov ided  by l a w .  

ADOPTED t h i s  ,934d day of p&+ 1 9 g .  
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