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ORDINANCE N O ,  3 3 ,  1970 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF CLALLAM C O W T Y  
COMMI S S I  ONE RS E S TAB LI SHING F R O  CE DURES FOd 
THE ABATEMENT AND FGMOVAL AS PUBLIC N U I S  
OF ABANDONED VEHICLES O R  AUTOMOBILE HULK 
PARTS THEREOF FROM PRIVATE PROPERTY NOT 

I N C L U D I N G  HIGHWAYS 

BE I T  RESOLVED AND/OR O R D A I N E D  by the  Board of  County Commission- 

ers of  C l a l l a m  County, Washington; 

SECTION I 

PREAMBLE 

The Board o f  County Commissioners f i n d s  and d q c l a r e s  t h a t  it i s  

n e c e s s a r y  for the p r o t e c t i o n  and welfare of t h e  g e d e r a l  p u b l i c  i n  re- 

ga rd  t o  au tomobi le  h u l k s  and abandoned v e h i c l e s  t h d t  c e r t a i n  r u l e s  and 
I 

r e g u l a t i o n s  be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

SECTION I1 

BASIC CLAUSE 

The S h e r i f f  of C l a l l a m  County i s  hereby  au thoq ized  t o  d e c l a r e  a 

p u b l i c  nu i sance  any abandoned v e h i c l e  or any automobile  h u l k  or p a r t s  

t he re f rom on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  w i thou t  t h e  inco rpopa ted  l i m i t s  of c i t i e s  

and towns, n o t  i n c l u d i n g  highways , 

a t  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  such v e h i c l e  or hu lk  s h a l l  be  removed and impounded 

S u b j e c t  t o  a c d n t r a r y  de t e rmina t ion  

a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  the S h e r i f f ,  

t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  t ha t  q u a l i f i e d  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  V I 1  h e r e i n ,  

Removal shall be execu ted  by a tow 

This o rd inance  shall r,ot apply t o :  (a )  a v e h i q l e  or p a r t  there- 

of which i s  completely enc losed  w i t h i n  a ' b u i l d i n g  i n  a l a w f u l  manner o r  

where it i s  n o t  o the rwise  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  s t ree t  ar o t h e r  p u b l i c  o r  

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ;  or ( b )  a v e h i c l e  o r  p a r t  t h e r e o f  iwhich i s  s t o r e d  o r  

parked in a l a w f u l  manner on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  of a l i c e n s e d  d i s m a n t l e r  or v e h i c l e  d e a l e r ,  fenced  accord ing  

t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  R,C ,W.  46,80,130, 

I 

I e 
F o r  the purposes of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  a v e h i c l e  i s  deemed t o  be 

"abandoned" if it has been l e f t  upon t h e  p r o p e r t y  of a person  o t h e r  
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t h a n  the r e g i s t e r e d  or l e g a l  owner of s a id  vehicle 

o f  t h e  owner of such p r o p e r t y  for a pe r iod  of twen- 

or l o n g e r ,  excep t  t h a t  a v e h i c l e  s h a l l  n o t  be cons: 

i t s  owner or o p e r a t o r  is  unable  t o  remove it from - 

i s  l o c a t e d  and so  n o t i f i e s  l a w  enforcement o f f i c i a :  

wfthout  the consent  

y f o u r  hour s  ( 2 4 )  

d e r e d  abandoned if 

h e  p l a c e  where it 

s and r e q u e s t s  

a s s i s t a n c e ,  

s h a l l  mean t h e  remnant or remains of an au tomobi le ,  t r u c k ,  o r  o ther  

rpotor vekiicle which i s  wrecked, d i smant led  o r  i n o p e r a t i v e  and cannot  

be made mechanica l ly  o p e r a t i v e  w i t h o u t  the  add i t iod  of v i t a l  p a r t s  

or mechanisms and t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of labor t o  

e f fec t  r e p a i r s ,  whether  or n o t  t h e  owner of the huLk i s  one and t h e  

same person  as t h e  owner of t h e  l a n d  upon which it i s  l o c a t e d ,  

SECTION I31 

An automobile hu lk  for t h e  purposes  of t h i s  o rd inance  

NOTICE REQUI REMENTS 

Within two c a l e n d a r  days of t h e  S h e r i f f ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  an 

abandoned v e h i c l e  or automobile h u l k  is a nu i sance ,  t h e  S h e r i f f  s h a l l  

se lect  a t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r ,  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  VI1 of t h i s  ord inance ,  

Within t h r e e  days thereaf te r ,  said tow t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  send by 

c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  r e q u e s t e d  w i t h i n  f i v e  days ,  n o t i c e  of 

i n t e n t  t o  remove and a n o t i c e  of r i g h t  t o  a p u b l i c  ,hear ing  t o  t h e  l a s t  

r e g i s t e r e d  owner where such pe r son ' s  i d e n t i t y  can be established through 

a t i t l e  search, a d  t o  t h e  owner of record of t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the ahan- 

doned v e h i c l e  or autoinnobile h u l k ,  

l as t  known addresses of sa id  persons, 

I 

These n o t i c e s  shlall be s e n t  t o  t h e  

Minimum compliance wi th  t h i s  requirement  s h a l l '  i n c l u d e  a w r i t t e n  

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t :  (1) an abandoned v e h i c l e  or automoblile hu lk  is on 

l a n d  be longing  t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  n o t i c e ,  g i v i n g  t h e  address or 

l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h e s e o f ;  o r  was last r e g i s t e r e d  t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t ;  

s u c h  v e h i c l e  or hu lk  has been declared a p u b l i c  nu i sance  and the Coun- 

t y  i n t e n d s  t o  remove said v e h i c l e  or h u l k ;  ( 2 )  t he  r e c i p i e n t  has a 

r i g h t  t o  have a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  before t h e  C l a l l a m  Board of County Com- 

m i s s i o n e r s ;  ( 3 )  t h i s  h e a r i n g  is n o t  au tomat i c  b u t  riather must be 
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r e q u e s t e d  a t  t h e  Office of  the C l a l L a m  County Commi~ssioners i n  the 

County Courthouse;  ( 4 )  i f  no h e a r i n g  r e q u e s t  i s  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  

Commissioners' Office e i ther  by l e t t e r  o r  i n  p e r s o l ,  w i t h i n  f i f -  

t e e n  days  f r o m  t h e  m a i l i n g  d a t e  o f  t h e  n o t i c e  of rdgh t  t h e r e t o ,  the  

v e h i c l e  s h a l l  be removed and the costs of removal charged t o  t h e  per- 

son so n o t i f i e d .  I 
I 

If a h e a r i n g  r e q u e s t  i s  commtulicated t o  the Office of t h e  Board 

of County Commissioners, t h a t  O f f i c e  s h a l l  s e t  a h e a r i n g  d a t e  and t h e n  

send  n o t i f i c a t i o n  as t o  the  t i m e ,  date,  and l o c a t i o n  of such h e a r i n g  

on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of abatement and removal of t he  v e h i c l e  or p a r t  there- 

of as a p u b l i c  nu isance .  

r e g i s t e r e d  m a i l ,  w i t h  a f i v e  day r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  r e q u e s t e d ,  t o  the owner 

o f  t h e  l a n d  as shown on the l a s t  e q u a l i z e d  assessment  roll and t o  t h e  

las t  r e g i s t e r e d  owner of t h e  vehicle u n l e s s  the v e h i c l e  I 

d i t i o n  t h a t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  numbers are n o t  ava i labLe t o  determine owner- 

s h i p  . 

Such not ice  s h a l l  be mailed by c e r t i f i e d  o r  

i s  i n  such con- 

FORM OF NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABATE N U I S A N C E :  

"NOTICE TO ABATE NUISANCE" 

(Date of Mai l ing)  c w  

County of C l a l l a m  

V b  

Name of Last Reg i s t e red  Owner 

Address 

and 

Tame of Landowner 

Address  

NOTICE I S  HEREBY G I V E N  t h a t  t h e  keeping or s d o r i n g  of  the aban- 
doned v e h i c l e  OF automobile  hulk described as follows: 

( D e s c r i p t i o n  of Vehicle) 

a t  
(Loca t ion  of Vehicle) 
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a 

. .  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a nu i sance  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of the o r d i n a n  es of C l a l l a m  
County, and sa id  County i n t e n d s  t o  remove and abat said nu i sance ,  e 

A p u b l i c  h e a r f n g  may be had on t h e  i s s u e s  of mpoundment and 
l i a b i l i t y  therefor ,  R e c i p i e n t s  of t h i s  n o t i c e  hav  a , as a matter of 
r i g h t ,  f i f t e e n  days from t h e  above m a i l i n g  date  t o  ' r e q u e s t  a p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  County Commissioners ; t h i s  h e a r i n g  i s  n o t  au tomat i c  
and i f  no r e q u e s t  i s  r e c e i v e d  by the Commissioners" Office e i t h e r  by 
l e t t e r  or i n  pe r son ,  t h e  v e h i c l e  w i l l  be  removed, l i a b i l i t y  f o r  c o s t s  
of impoundment w i l l  be assessed a g a i n s t  one or both of t h e  above-named 
i n d i v i d u a l s  , 

. .. 
hame of Tow Truck Opdrator  

for I 
C l a l l a m  County Sheriflf - 

SECTION I V  ~ 

REMOVAL Or VEHICLE O R  HULK 
I 

I f  f i f t e e n  days have e l a p s e d  s i n c e  the  d e s i g n a t e d  tow t r u c k  oper- 

a t o r  has du ly  s e n t  t h e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e d  i n  S e c t i o n  XI1 of  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  

and no h e a r i n g  has been r e q u e s t e d ;  or i f  a r eques tqd  h e a r i n g  h a s  been 

h e l d  and the  S h e r i f f ' s  de t e rmina t ion  of nu i sance  hds  been affirmed, such 

tow t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  shal l  take posses s ion  o f  such abandoned v e h i c l e  o r  

automobile  h u l k ,  and remove t h e  same t o  t h e  establ 'shed p l a c e  or bus- 

i n e s s  o f  t h e  tow t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  where t h e  same shad1 be stored, 

persons  a c t i n g  under  color of  t h i s  o rd inance  i n  e f d e c t i n g  s a id  impound- 

ment sha l l  i n c u r  no l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t r e s p a s s  i n  abatdment of said nu i sance ,  

Any v e h i c l e  or h u l k  so impotinded and l e f t  unclaimed f o r  a pepiod of 

f i f t e e n  days sha l l  be deemed t o  be i n  t he  l e g a l  cusltody o f  t h e  S h e r i f f  

of C l a l l a m  County and the said Sheriff  sha l l  effect! a c o n s t r u c t i v e  d e l i v -  

e r y  of l e g a l  cus tody  t o  the t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r .  Wilthin f i v e  days a f t e r  

r e c e i v i n g  l e g a l  cus tody  of  such abandoned v e h i c l e  

o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  Department of "lo or Vehicles and the 

Washington State  Patrol t h a t  t h e  v e h i c l e  has been w e c k e d  o r  s o l d  a t  

p u b l i c  sale,  

0 

4 
A l l  

I 

I 

r h e l k ,  t h e  t o w  t r u c k  0 
t 

I 
SECTION V 

LIABILITY FOR COST OF REMOVAL 

( a )  Primary L i a b i l i t y  
, 

The abandonment of any v e h i c l e  o r  automobile  h ~ u l k  shal l  c o n s t i t u t e  

a prima facie presumption t h a t  the l a s t  owner of R~cord  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  

for such abandonment and thus  l iable f o r  any c o s t s   incurred i n  remov- 

i n g ,  s t o r i n g  and d i s p o s i n g  of  such motor v e h i c l e  or automobile  hulk .  



A r e g i s t e r e d  owner who has complied wi th  the requiqements of R,C,W, 

46,52,104 as it now e x i s t s  of may hereafter be ameqded I s h a l l  be re= 

l i e v e d  of l i a b i l i t y  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

a t o r  sha l l  have a Lien upon such  v e h i c l e  o r  hu lk  f a r  services provided 

i n  t h e  towing and s t o r a g e  of the same, and sha l l  a lso have a claim 

a g a i n s t  the  l a s t  r e g i s t e r e d  owner o f  such v e h i c l e  o r  h u l k  f o r  s e r v i c e s  

provided  i n  t h e  towing and s t o r a g e  of  t h e  same, n o t  t o  exceed the sum 

of one hundred dollars.  

The impounding tow t r u c k  oper- 

(b) Secondary L i a b i l i t y  

I f  the  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  l as t  r e g i s t e r e d  owner of t h e  v e h i c l e  or 

automobile  h u l k  cannot  be determined,  t h e  cost of *emoval shal l  be 

assessed a g a i n s t  the  owner o f  t h e  l a n d  on which the v e h i c l e  i s  l o c a t e d  

p r i o r  t o  removal, Such l i a b i l i t y  for cost  of removal shall be limited 

t o  n o t  more t h a n  $ 1 0 0  p e r  v e h i c l e ,  

SECTION V I  

DEFENSES AVAILABL€ 

(a)  The r e c o r d  owner o f  t h e  land on which t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  Located 

p r i o r  t o  removal may appear  i n  person  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  o r  p r e s e n t  a w r i t t e n  

s t a t e m e n t  i n  t i m e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  the h e a r i n g  and deny r e spons i -  

b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p re sence  of t he  v e h i c l e  on t h e  l a n d ,  w i t h  h i s  reasons  

f o r  such d e n i a l .  

w a s  placed on the l a n d  w i t h o u t  the  consent of the  landowner and t h a t  

he has not subsequent ly  acquiesced  i n  i t s  p resence ,  t h e n  c o s t s  o f  ad- 

m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  removal of t h e  v e h i c l e  s h a l l  n o t  be assessed a g a i n s t  

the p r o p e r t y  upon which t h e  v e h i c l e  is l o c a t e d ;  and the  County shall 

If it is  determined a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  t h a t  the v e h i c l e  

n o t  o t h e r w i s e  a t t e m p t  t o  c o l l e c t  such cost from t h b  I owner, 

(b) The las t  r e g i s t e r e d  owner o f  t h e  vehicle1 sha l l  be excused 

from l i a b i l i t y  for costs of  removaL whenever t h e  State Motor Vehicle 

Department cer t i f ies  t h a t  said r e g i s t e r e d  owner hals t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  

car and executed  a document i n  compliance wi th  R , C c W .  46,52,104 as it 

now e x i s t s  or may h e r e a f t e r  be amended. 

( c )  Upon t h e  occas ion  of a r eques t ed  h e a r i n g ,  the p e t i t i o n e r  

may assert  t ha t  a v e h i c l e  o r  hu lk  o t h e r w i s e  w i t h i n  the ca t egory  of t h e  



contemplated v e h i c l e s  or h u l k s  shou ld  n o t  be abateq as a nu i sance  

because o f  h i s  p e c u l i a r  c i rcumstances  . 
t h a t  under  these c i r cums tances ,  s ta ted  w i t h  p a r t i c q l a r i t y  , there can 

be no r e a s o n a b l e  basis f o r  removing t h e  -h ia leor  d u l k  because  i t s  

m a n i f e s t  u s e f u l n e s s  t o  p e t i t i o n e r  outweighs t h e  conpmunity b e n e f i t  of con- 

cealment.  

P e t i t i o n e r   may f u r t h e r  assert 
I 

I 

I 

I n  such cases t h e  Board c5f County Commissioners s h a l l  promote 

t h e  ends sough t  by the  o rd inance ,  w i t h o u t  d e s t r o y i d g  the u s e f u l n e s s  

o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  or h u l k ,  by i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  the p a r t 3 c u l a r  fac t s ,  i nc lud -  

i n g  the l o c a t i o n s  o f  the  v e h i c l e  or h u l k  and o u t b u i l d i n g s  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  t he  a d j a c e n t  p u b l i c  way. 

means e x i s t  t o  e f fec t  concealment from p u b l i c  view ' w i t h o u t  removal, 

The Commissioners s h a i l  t hen  decide whether 

Even i f  it i s  determined t ha t  concealment i s  dot  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  

t h e  Board of County Commissioners sha l l  p r e v e n t  renioval i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  

cases. The de te rmina t ion  of a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  sha l l  i depend upon such 

f a c t o r s  as: The e x t e n t  t o  which removal w i l l  cause material loss and 

p r e v e n t  u s e  o f  t h e  hu lk  or v e h i c l e  f o r  the purpose  f o r  which it has 

been adap ted ;  the  cont inued  u s e  of t h e  v e h i c l e  or hu lk  as a p a r t s '  

r e s e r v o i r  and the  degree  of a c t u a l  dependency of  t h e  con t inued  func t -  

i o n i n g  of p e t i t i o n e r ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or b u s i n e s s  upon s a i d  p a r t s '  

r e s e r v o i r ;  the  e d u c a t i v e  v a l u e ,  i f  any, provided  by t h e  v e h i c l e  or 

h u l k ,  

The burden of  proof  of  such m i t i g a t i n g  c i rcumstances  s h a l l  be 

upon the  p e t i t i o n e r  t o  demonst ra te  t h a t  abatement  would be c o n f i s c a -  

t o r y  or o t h e r w i s e  unreasonable  . 
SECTION VI1 

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  OF TOW TRUCK OPERATORS I 

The C l a l l a m  County S h e r i f f  may a p p o i n t  any tow t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  

engaged i n  removing and s t o r i n g  motor v e h i c l e s  w i t h i n  Clallam County 

as h i s  a g e n t  for the  purpose of d i s p o s i n g  of abandoned v e h i c l e s  and 

automobile  h u l k s ,  Each such appointment  sha l l  be c o n t i n g e n t  upon t h e  

submission of an a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  the She r i f f  and the  making o f  subse- 
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quent  r e p o r t s  i n  such form and frequency as may be r e q u i r e d  by said 

C l a l l a m  County S h e r i f f ,  and upon t h e  p o s t i n g  of a s u r e t y  bond i n  the 

amount of three thousand d o l l a r s  t o  compensate t h e l o w n e r  of any v e h i c l e  

t h a t  has been un lawfu l ly  s o l d  as a r e s u l t  of any ndgl igence  o r  miscon- 

d u c t  of t h e  t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r ,  

I 

I 

Any appointment may be c a n c e l l e d  by t h e  S h e r i t f  upon evidence 
I 

t h a t  t he  appoin ted  t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  i s  n o t  complging wi th  a11 l a w s ,  

r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  hand l ing  and d i s p o s i t i o n  of  

abandoned v e h i c l e s  and automobile  h u l k s ,  Where moee than  one tow t r u c k  

o p e r a t o r  q u a l i f i e s  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  the S h e r i f f  dha l l  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  

impoundments d i scove red  by h i s  agency as n e a r l y  upqn a r o t a t i o n  schedule  

as i s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  Where the  d iscovery  of the  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  impoundment 

of a p a r t i c u l a r  v e h i c l e  o r  hu lk  o r i g i n a t e s  w i t h  an  appo in ted  tow t r u c k  

o p e r a t o r  t h e  fac t  of t h a t  impoundment s h a l l  n o t  be i cons idered  i n  t h e  

I 

I 

I 

I 

r o t a t i o n  schedule .  

SECTION VI11 

DISPOSITION OF ABANDONED VEHICLES AND !AUTOMOBILE HULKS 

I f ,  a f t e r  the e x p i r a t i o n  of t h i r t y  days f r o m  the ma i l ing  of the  

f i r s t  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  owner and land-owner, the v e h i c l e  or 

automobile  hulk  remains unclaimed and has n o t  been l i s ted  as a s t o l e n  

or recovered  v e h i c l e ,  t hen  t h e  t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  daving  custody of 

such v e h i c l e  or h u l k  shal l  conduct a sale of the  same a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  

a f t e r  having f i r s t  pub l i shed  a n o t i c e  of t h e  d a t e ,  ' p l a c e  and t i m e  of 

such a u c t i o n  i n  a newspaper of g e n e r a l  c i r cu i t a t ion  1 i n  Clallam County 

n o t  less t h a n  t h r e e  days before t h e  date of such apc t ion .  

of sale t o  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  owner of the v e h i c l e  s h a  1 be s e n t  by the 

t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  t o  the l a s t  known address of said owner appear ing  

on t h e  r e c o r d s  of the  Department of Motor Vehicles$ and such n o t i c e  

s h a l l  be s e n t  t o  the  r e g i s t e r e d  owner by f i r s t  clads m a i l  w i t h  r e t u r n  

r e c e i p t  r eques t ed ,  Such n o t i c e  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a description of the 

v e h i c l e  or h u l k  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  l i c e n s e  numbel? a n d / o r  motor number i f  

o b t a i n a b l e ,  and s h a l l  s ta te  the  amount due the t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  for 

I 

The n o t i c e  

1 
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*. 
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  towing;and s t o r a g e  o f  t h e  same and the t i m e  and p l a c e  

of p u b l i c  sa le ,  i f  the  amount remains unpaid ;  provdded t h a t  i f  the  

v e h i c l e  i s  of a model y e a r  t e n  o r  more y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c a l e n d a r  

y e a r  i n  which such v e h i c l e  i s  s t o r e d ,  the  v e h i c l e  a r  h u l k  may be d i s -  

posed of w i t h o u t  n o t i c e  of sa le ,  and i n  such case, ithe tow t r u c k  

o p e r a t o r  sha l l  s e c u r e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  b i l l  o f  sale $rom the  D i r e c t o r  of 

Yotor Vehicles, Thereafter, t he  tow t r u c k  o p e r a t o p  may d i spose  o f  the  

v e h i c l e  as h e  may de termine ,  

The proceeds of d i s p o s i t i o n  and sale of the v g h i c l e  o r  h u l k ,  re- 

g a r d l e s s  o f  i t s  age ,  sha l l  f i r s t  be a p p l i e d  i n  s a t l s f a c t i o n  of the t o w  

t r u c k  o p e r a t o r ’ s  l i e n ,  

exceed $lOO,OO upon such v e h i c l e  o r  hu lk  for servicces provided  i n  t h e  

towing and s t o r a g e  of the same; and sha l l  have a claim a g a i n s t  t he  l a s t  

I 
I 

The t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  sha l l  have a l i e n  n o t  t o  

r e g i s t e r e d  owner f o r  such costs. Should the  identification numbers be 

so o b l i t e r a t e d  as t o  p reven t  a t i t l e  s e a r c h ,  o r  i f  for any o t h e r  r eason  

the l a s t  r e g i s t e r e d  owner i s  n o t  i d e n t i f i a b l e ,  t h e  claim for reimburse- 

ment s h a l l  ex tend  t o  t h e  owner of r e c o r d  o f  t h e  rea l  estate upon which 

0 

t h e  car was found. These claims are s u b j e c t  t o  thQ d e f e n s e s  se t  o u t  in 

S e c t i o n  V I  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  and i n  no e v e n t  s h a l J  exceed one hundred 

d o l l a r s .  If n e i t h e r  claim for p e r s o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  is v o l u n t a r i l y  p a i d  

the t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  sha l l  s a t i s f y  h i s  l i e n  o u t  c$f t h e  proceeds of  

t h e  sale of said abandoned vehicle or automobile  h u l k ,  

The abandoned v e h i c l e  or automobile hu lk  s h a l l  be s o l d  a t  p u b l i c  

a u c t i o n  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r ,  

ing the  towing and s t o r a g e  charges  due t h e  tow trucfk o p e r a t o r ,  i nc lud -  

i n g  the cost of sa le ,  which s h a l l  be computed as ii a p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  

sale of p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  by t h e  S h e r i f f ,  sha l l  b e , c e r t i f i e d  one h a l d  

t o  t h e  County T r e a s u r e r  of Clallan County t o  be c r q d i t e d  t o  t h e  County 

Curren t  Expense Fund and one h a l f  t o  the S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r  t o  be credited 

t o  t h e  Highway S a f e t y  Fund, I f  the amount b i d  a t  the a c u t i o n  is  i n s u f f -  

i c i e n t  t o  compensate the  tow t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  for h i s  towing and s t o r a g e  

charges and the  c o s t  of sale ,  such tow t r u c k  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  

The proceeds  o f  sugh sa le ,  a f t e r  deduct- 
l 

i 
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t o  asser t  a claim f o r  any d e f i c i e n c y ,  n o t  t o  exceed one hundred 

dol la rs  less the amount b i d  a t  the a u c t i o n ,  against :  the l a s t  r e g i s -  

tered owner of such v e h i c l e  or automobile  hulk or the landowner, as 

provided i n s e c t i o n  V above. A r e g i s t e r e d  owner whb has complied w i t h  

R.C.W. 46.52.104 as it now e x i s t s  or may h e r e a f t e r l b e  amended i n  t h e  

t r a n s f e r  of ownership of the v e h i c l e  or hu lk  s h a l l ~ b e  r e l i e v e d  of 

l i a b i l i t y  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

SECTION IX 

SE VERnBL LL TY 
I 

If any p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  o rd inance  on i t s  fac t ,  or i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  

t o  any person o r  c i rcumstances ,  is held i n v a l i d ,  t he  remainder  o f  t h i s  

o rd inance ,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of the p r o v i s i o n  t o  g t h e r  persons  or 

c i rcumstances  is n o t  affected, 

SECTION X 

This o rd inance  s h a l l  t a k e  effect  midnight ,  
dl 

ADOPTED t h i s  2 4  -- 

oners o 
Washington a I 


