
AN ORDINANCE 
establishing the form and procedures 

f o r  the f i l i n g  of an i n i t i a t i v e  pet i t ion;  
and adopting a chapter i n  the C l a l l a m  County Code. (C.C.C.) 

EE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARI) OF C L A U M  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 

Chapter 37.01* 
I n i t i a t i v e  

Ii.li;.t;iatj_ve - Pet i t ian  and F i l i n g  

Auditor - Duties 
Prosecuting Attorney - Duties 
PetftTon - Regjrstration 

Ballot  T i t l e  - Appeal to Superior Cow 

AppeaJ. Procedure 

€!e+&%hris for  S i g p ~ t m e  - Requirements  

- 

PetZtions fbr Signa.ture - Format 

&-regular Pe t i t ions  f o r  Signature 

Time L i m i t  f o r  Validation - Signatures Required 
'Jkamdssion t o  Commissioners 

Commissianers ' Action 

Election 

Alternative Proposed Ordinances 

Amendment o r  R e p e a l  of Ehacted I n i t i a t i v e  Limited 

Limitations on I n i t i a t i v e  

Declaratory Judgment Action 

I n i t i a t i v e  Election - Crimes 

Severabi l i ty  

. .  

. .  

C.C.C. 37.01.010. I n i t i a t i v e  - Peti t ion and Fi l ing.  The sponsor 
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If the  pet i t ion is i n  proper form, the  Auditor shall assign.a serial nun- 

’ @ ~ --ber . to  the  peti t ion,  which shall thereaf ter  be a 1art of the W l o t  t i t l e .  

t he  pcoposed ordinance t o  the  Prosecuting Attorney who shall, within three 

(3) days, excepting Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, formulate a statement, 
posed as a question, not t o  exceed seventy-five (75) words, which state- 
ment shall ex-pess and give a t rue  and impxctial declaration of the  pur- 

pose of the  m e a s u r e .  It shall not be intent ional ly  an argument o r  l i k e l y  

t o  create prejudice e i the r  for or  against  t he  measure. 

I n  addition to such statement, the Prosecutfng Attorney shall also 

pre-we a l eg i s l a t ive  t i t l e ,  not t o  exceed five ( 5 )  words i n  length, to 
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permit the  voters t o  readi ly  ident i fy  the in i t i a t ive .  The l eg i s l a t ive  

t i t l e  and statement, together with the number assigned t o  the  pet i t ion 

by the Auditor, shall consti tute the ballot t i t l e .  

The Prosecuting Attorney shall f i l e  the ballot t i t l e  with the A u d i -  

t o r  within the  three ( 3 )  day period provided i n  this section. 

C.C.C. 37.01.040. Petit ion - Registration. If the  pe t i t ion  f o r  

reg is t ra t ion  is presented in proper form, t h e  date of mailing of notice 

by the A u d i t =  t o  t h e  sponsor shall be the date of reg is t ra t ion  of the  

petitian, €ZaVI&J, that if the ‘CeJlat t i t l e  is appealed t o  Superior 

Court, as provided under Sections 37.01.053-.060, then the date of deter- 

mination of t h  balln-t. title by the Superior Court shall be the  date of 

reghtza-tion 

c.c .C t ~ . 0 € . 0 5 0 .  Ballot T i t l e  - A p p e a l  to Superior Court. If 
the- sponsor is dissatisfied with t he  b a l l o t  t i t l e  formulated by the  Pro- 

seczzting Attorney, he may at. any t k e  within ten (IO] days from t h e  date 

of mailing not ice  to the  sponsor, appeal t o  the Superior Court of C l a l l a m  

County by not ice  of appeal se t t i ng  f o r t h  the proposed ordinance or amend- 

ment, t he  ba l lo t  t i t l e ,  the  objections thereto,  and praying for amendment 

t+bi€€e&. 
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C.C.C. 37.01.060. A p p e a l  Procedure. A copy of the  not ice  of appeal 

shall be served. upon t h e  Auditor and Prosecuting Attorney. Within f ive  (5) 
kp, o r a t  a time to uMch t h e  hearing may be adjourned by consent of 

t h e  appellant, t he  Superior Court s?KU hold a hez ing  upon due notice to 
the  Prosecuting Attorney, and sha l l  examine the proposed measure, the 

ba l lo t  t i t l e  prepared by the  Prosecuting Attorney, and the  objections 

thereto,  and may hear argument thereon. 

The Court shall as soon as possible thereaf te r  render its decision, 
amd the prevailing party shall file with the Auditor a certified copy of 

the  determination of the  court. The decision of t he  Superior Court sha l l  

be fir!!, and t h e  t i t l e  s o  ce r t i f i ed  shall be the established ba l lo t  t i t le .  

Such appeal shall be heard without costs t o  e i the r  W t y .  

. .  -3- 
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- p P P  C.C.C. 37.01.070, e€i ions for Signature - Requirements, Upon 

r eg i s t r a t ion  of the p t i t i o n ,  the sponsor may prepare pet i t ions f o r  t h e  

gathering of signatures, Each peti t ion shall be printed on s ingle  sheets 

of w h i t e  pper of good qual i ty  twelve inches i n  width and fourteen inches 

i n  length (12" x 14") with a =gin of one and three-fourths inches (1 314.") 
at the  top  for binding, shall bear the  language required under C.C.C. 

37.01,080, and shall have numbered lines f o r  not more than twenty (20) 

signatures. 

At t h e  t i m e  o f  circulating, signin 

pe t i t ions  f o r  t h e  gathering of signatures shall consist  of no more than 

f i v e  ( 5 )  signat- sheets =&aged together, and each such mckage shall 

contain a full, t rue  and correct copy of the  proposed ordinance o r  amend- 

ment referred to therein, p5nted. on sheets of paper of like s i z e  and qua l i ty  

a s  t h e  pe t i t ion ,  t h e  pe t i t i onsand  the  copy of t h e  yoposed ordinance o r  

amendment being firmly fastened together. 

C.C.C. 37.01.080. Petit ions f o r  Sirnature - Format. The forrnat of 

t he  pe t i t ion  f o r  gathering of signatures shall be substant ia l ly  as follows8 

"(Ballot T i t l e )  

"r[ss The Honorable C3ziXLarn County Auditor. 

-3' ' We, €he undersigned c i t izens  and legal voters of C l a l l a m  County 
respectfully demand that the proposed ordinance, a copy of which is 

aktached t o  this petit ion,  be presented t o  the Board of Clallam 
CoUntg Commissioners f o r  approval and adaption, and if rejected, be 

submitted t o  the legal voters of C l a . l l a m  County f o r  t h e i r  a p p o v a l  o r  

re jec t ion  a t  the  next regula or  special  election: and, each says that 
he has personally signed this pet i t ion,  that he is a legal voter of 
C l W  County, and that his residence address is correct ly  writ ten 

after his name. 

Warning: It is a crime i n  the S t a t e  bf Washington f o r  anyone t o  

sign an i n i t i a t i v e  pet i t ion with a name other  than his 

own, or  knoTwingly t o  sign his name more than once for 
the same m e a s u r e ,  o r  knowingly t o  s ign such petition 
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Peti t ioner  ' s Petit ioner 's  N a m e  Residence Address, C i t y  
Signature ( p i n t  1 s t r e e t  and number, o r  

i f  any Town 
e 
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€he& when determining &ether - - .  _L 

hax-ing the signatkes of legal voters i n  the  County equal i n  number to ,  

bnt hot less than, ten p r c e n t  (10%) of the  number of voters who vote6 in 
the County gt' t h e  last gubemtoria.2 e lect ion,  

(2) Peti t ions with signa-tures m y  be f i l e d  at  any t i m e  during the  

ninety (BO) day period provided by sub-section (1) of this section, €530- 

VIDED t h a t  the A u d i t o r  shall not determine until. t he  expiration of the 

ninety (90) day period whether suf f ic ien t  signatures have been f i l e d  to 
validake the pet i t ion,  unless the sponsor shall so  request in writing, and 

waive his right t o  submit fur ther  pet i t ions with signatures. 

C.C.C. 37.01.110. Transmission t o  Commissioners. The Auditor shall 

ver i fy  the sufficiency of the  signatures on the  f i led pe t i t ions  and trans- 
m i t  the pe t i t ions  together with a report  thereon t o  the  Board of County 

Commissioners at a regular meeting not more than twenty (20) days after 

t h e  filing of signed pe t i t ions  in accordance with the procedures of CeCeC. 

37.01.100. If the  Auditor has determined that sufficient signa,-hures have 
been f i led t o - v a l i h t e  the pet i t ions,  such transmlssion shall const i tute  

t he  introduction of the proposed ordinance by the  commissioners. The 

f i led  pe t i t ions  shall remain on f i l e  with the commissioners and shall. be 
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(1) A t  the regular meeting of the Board a t  which the report  of  the 

Auditor is received upon a validated pet i t ion,  the Bcraxd shall call f o r  a 

. public hearing on the proposed ordinance t o  be held not more than t h i r t y  

( 3 0 )  days thereaf ter .  

CZ) The Board shall adopt o r  r e j e c t  the proposed ordinance on a roll 

c a l l  vote within t h i r t y  (30) days of the  public hearing held pursuant t o  
sub-section (I) of t section. If the Board r e j e c t s  the proposed ordi- 

nance, they shall, a t  the  same meeting as t h e  reject ion OCCUTS, s e t  the 

date for the  election on the poposed ordinance. Such elect ion m u s t  be 
the next regular election o r  a special  e l e c t i o n  c a l l e d  by t h e  Board within 

a m o d  of t w o  hundreb for ty:  (240) days of t h e  date of rejection. of the 

ordinance by t h e  B o a r d  

first, PROVIDED, that at least one hundred f i v e  (105) days shall have 

' 

pursuant t o  R.C.W. Z9.l3.OlO, whichever shall occur 

elapsed between the introduction of the  p o p s e d  ordinance and the  election. 

-- 
-c.c.c. 37.01,130. Election. If the  majority o f  those voting on 

t h e  proposed ordinance approve the ordinance, then it shall become effec- 

t i v e  -ten €10) d a ~  after €he r e s u l t  of the election i s  ce r t i f i ed ,  
-9- 
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C.C.C. 37.01.140. Alternative Proposed Ordinances. 

(1) If the B o d  of County Conunissioners r e j e c t  the  proposed ordinance 

ac l ; tdopt  it substiZute ordinance concerning the  s a m e  subject m t t e r ,  t h e  
subs t i tu te  ordinance s h a l l  be placed on the same ba l lo t ,  with the choice 

being given the  voters of accepting e i the r  o r  re jec t ing  both; then, voters 

being d v e n  the  choice of accepting one and re jec t ing  the  other. . 
(2) If a majority of those voting on the first issue is f o r  reject- 

i ng  both, then neither ordinance shall be approved regazdless of the vote 

on the  second issue. If a majority of those voting on t h e  first issue aze 
i n  favor of enacting one (1) of the  ordinances, then whichever of the  

ordinances receives a greater affirmative vote s h a l l  become ef fec t ive  ten 
(10) days a f t e r  the results of the election are c e r t i f i e d #  d e s s  a lafxzc 
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F!!?J copy 
date is specified i n  the approved or&nance. 

(3) No adopted ordinance shall be a subst i tute  ordinance within the 

meaning of this section unless the  Boasd shall so  designate by placing the  
ord5nance on a b a l l o t  for consideration a t  the same t l m e  as a proposed 

-. - - 
-- 

- 

- ._ __- - 
- 

- 

-- - _I  

c a l l ~  made therein f o r  new or additional sources of revenue which may 
thereby be required. 
. -- 

'(2) No i n i t i a t i v e  pet i t ion shall be f i l e d  o r  submitted t o  a vote 

which provides for the compensation o r  working conditions of County em- 
@ p e s ,  +au%horFzes o r  repeds taxes, appropriates money, adopts the 

annual ffudget o r  capita3 program, redistricts the County Commissioner 

Districts, o r  passes an emergency ordinance. 

-~ 

- . A t  any time not 

less than forty-five (45) a a y ~  prior t o  any re@= o r  spec ia l  e lect ion 

in which a proposed ordinance is on the  W o t ,  t he  Prosecuting Attorney 

. or  any legal voter of Cla.lla,m County may, pursuant t o  R .C .W . 7.24, seek 

a declazatory Judgment as t o  whether the proposed ordinance is i n  contra- 

vention t o  the Clallam County Home R u l e  C h a r t e r ,  the l a w s  and/or Const i -  
t u t ion  of the S ta t e  of Washington, or  the United S ta tes  Constitution. 
Such act ion shall not s t ay  the election. 

C.C.C. 37.01.180. I n i t i a t i v e  Election - Crimes. An ordinance 

elect ion under this chapter is hereby declasced to be an e lec t ion  pmsmt 
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t o  t h e  l a w s  of the S ta t e  of Vashington, and a l l  l a w s  of the S ta t e  of 

Washington pertaining t o  the conduct of that election and providing cri- 
minal penalties for violation of those l a w s  apply t o  a31 election under 
this chapter. 

C.C.C. 37.01.190. Severability. If any section, sub-section, 

-ph, sentence, clause, o r  phrase of this chapter is f o r  any reason 

a l i t y  shall not  affect the  va l id i ty  o r  const i tut ional i ty  of the  remaining 

portions of this chapter; it being herein expressly declased tha.t this 

chapter and each section, sub-section, paragraph, sentence, clause and 

phrase thereof would have been adopted irrespective of t he  fact t h a t  any 

one (1) or  more other  secticms, subsec t ions ,  pragraphs,  sentences, 

clauses o r  phrases be declared inval id  o r  unconstitutional. 

held t o  be inval id  or  unconstitutional, such inval idi ty  o r  mconsti tutian- 

a ADOPTED this d3 day of JL-L-L- t 1977. 

/ f $ v & L g f l u  
Ronald  N. R i c h a d s  

- -, 
ATTEST: 
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